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HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 3, 2018

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the 150th anniversary of the found-
ing of the City of Concord, California.

The history of Concord begins with the
Miwok people, Californian Native Americans
who inhabited areas of North-Central Cali-
fornia. Originally founded as the community of
Todos Santos by Salvio Pacheco, the name
was soon changed to Concord by the city’s
residents. During its early years, Concord
thrived as an agricultural community, first hav-
ing many vineyards which gave way to walnut
orchards as a result of prohibition.

One of Concord’s most significant drivers
has been the Concord Naval Weapons Station
(CNWS), a military base established in 1942.
The station functioned as a World War |l ar-
mament storage depot, supplying ships at Port
Chicago. CNWS continued to support war ef-
forts during the Korean War, the Vietnam War
and the Gulf War, processing and shipping
thousands of tons of materiel out across the
Pacific Ocean.

A portion of CNWS has since been closed
and is scheduled to be transferred to the City
for a residential and commercial development
while reserving approximately two-thirds for
open-space and parks projects. The site is
also home to the GoMentum Station proving
groups, which is used to test self-driving cars.
CNWS is helping to keep Concord evolving
and an attractive location for Bay Area resi-
dents.

Today, Concord’s classic old downtown has
a multi-story skyline and it is now the largest
city in Contra Costa County.

As a longtime resident of Concord and
someone who has represented it in the city,
county, state, and federal government, | am
grateful to represent such a diverse city and
extend my congratulations on its 150th anni-
versary.

——————
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise along with my colleague Rep. SHIM-
KUS, to honor John Foreman, longtime editor
of the News-Gazette who tragically passed
away over the weekend.

John graduated from Atwood-Hammond
High School in 1970 and first joined the news-
paper after graduating from the University of
Illinois in 1977. He was a part-time weekend
reporter, and eventually made his way to edi-
tor-in-chief by 1986. In 2003, John was made
publisher of his hometown newspaper.

John loved everything about working at the
News-Gazette. He loved local journalism and
knew better than anyone the importance of the
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relationship between a community and its
newspaper. To many, he embodied the spirit
of everything the News-Gazette stands for.

John was widely-respected in his career as
an established journalist and a fierce advocate
for the freedom of the press. He dedicated his
professional life to protecting this First Amend-
ment right and held several leadership roles in
organizations like the lllinois Press Associa-
tion, the lllinois Associated Press Editors, Mid-
America Press Institute and many more. He
was the first recipient of the James C. Craven
Award for Freedom of the Press from the llli-
nois Press Association and he was also
named lllinois Journalist of the Year in 2006.

He was both a mentor and friend to us, and
many at the News-Gazette, and his absence
will not go unnoticed.

We extend our deepest condolences to his
wife Sharon, his News-Gazette family and all
those who knew John. He was a valued mem-
ber of the Champaign-Urbana community and
will be truly missed.

—————
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Lois
Figgins of Atlantic, lowa who recently retired
after 50 years of service within the banking in-
dustry. Lois began her banking career in 1964.
She started working at First Whitney Bank and
completed her career at TS Bank in Atlantic.
She had a hiatus from work at the bank when
she lived overseas when her husband was
serving in the military.

Lois said she has seen many changes at
the bank over the years. When she started
working, everything was done on paper; there
were no computers. Lois has worked in many
different aspects of the banking industry, in-
cluding bookkeeper, teller, assistant cashier,
secretary of the installment loan department
and most recently as the Credit Administrative
Assistant for TS Bank in Atlantic. Lois said her
favorite part of her job was waiting on the cus-
tomers and greeting them as they came in the
door. She said she is, “grateful for the time
she has spent in the banking industry, espe-
cially the last few years at TS Bank.” Lois is
active at Zion Lutheran Church, Relay for Life
and a sewing group called, “The Knotty La-
dies.”

Mr. Speaker, Lois Figgins has made a dif-
ference by helping and serving others. It is
with great honor that | recognize her today. |
know that my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives join me in applauding her accom-
plishments. | thank her for her service to TS
Bank and Southwest lowa, and wish her con-
tinued success in the future.

E967

RECOGNIZING THE 2018 LORDS AND
LADIES FAIRFAX

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 3, 2018

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize a dedicated group of men and women
in Northern Virginia. Every year, each member
of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors se-
lects two people from his or her district who
have demonstrated outstanding volunteer
service, heroism, or other exceptional commit-
ments and contributions to our community.
Since the program’s inception in 1984, ap-
proximately 600 individuals have earned the
honor of being named a Lord or Lady Fairfax
by his or her representative on the Board of
Supervisors.

This year, the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors will recognize those individuals who
have made tremendous impacts through their
support of our public schools, parks, youth
sports leagues, arts community, public safety,
and human service programs. It is nearly im-
possible to fully describe the diversity of ac-
complishments of the honorees. Their efforts
contribute greatly to the quality of life for the
residents of Fairfax County, and are worthy of
our praise and sincere appreciation.

It is my honor to include in the RECORD the
names of the 2018 Lords and Ladies Fairfax:

At-Large: Lady Gretchen Bulova and Lord
Edward L. Long, Jr.

Braddock District: Lady Meena Bhinge and
Lord Tom Kennedy

Dranesville District: Lady Carole L. Herrick
and Lord Jeff Fairfield

Hunter Mill District: Lady Carmen L. Powell
and Lord Ronald Copeland

Lee District: Lady Annetta Sheriff and Lord
Robert Kohm

Mason District: Lady Sarah Shannon and
Lord Melvin L. Cotner

Mount Vernon District: Lady Catherine C.
Ledec and Lord Colonel Marion “Barney” L.
Barnwell

Providence District: Lady Fran Wallingford
and Lord Tom Fleury

Springfield District: Lady Lori Stillman and
Lord Harold Y. Pyon

Sully District: Lady Alice Foltz and Lord Ste-
ven Vandivere

In addition, several students will be recog-
nized as Celebrate Fairfax Community Spirit
Scholars and Emerging Artist Scholars. | con-
gratulate the following honorees on receiving
these awards:

Community Spirit Scholars: Kyle Gatesman,
Sohale Hessavi, Cooper Rapp, Vandana
Subramanian, Charisma Henry, Samantha
Lane, Jonathan Daniel, Justin Laiti, Christine
Shan, Sherry Xie

Emerging Artist Scholars: Cameron Hobbs,
Sun Ahn

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending and expressing our gratitude
to these men and women who volunteer their
time and energy on behalf of our community.
Their efforts provide immeasurable benefits to
their fellow residents and serve to strengthen
and enrich the Fairfax County community.
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